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and to what extent it is desirable to establish the principle
of responsible government or to extend, modify, or restrict
the degree of responsible government then existing therein,
including the question whether the establishment of second
chambers of the local legislatures is or is not desirable: , . ."

CL INDIAN OPPOSITION

The appointment of a purely Parliamentary Commission
raised a storm of protest from the Nationalists, in which
several of the Indian Liberals joined. Lord Irwin anti-
cipated this opposition, and therefore in announcing the
appointment of the Commission issued a personal statement
in order to appease the minds of Indian politicians :

" Indian opinion/' said the Viceroy, " has a clear title
to ask that in the elaboration of a new instrument of govern-
ment, their solution of the problem, or their judgment on
other solutions which may be proposed, should be made
an integral factor in the examination of the question and
be given due weight in the ultimate decision. It is there-
fore essential to find means by which Indians may be made
parties to the deliberations so nearly affecting the future
of their country/'

It was in this statement that His Excellency suggested that
the procedure of co-operating with the Indian Legislatures,
through Central and Provincial Committees, might be
considered by the Commission.

The statement was followed by interviews with a large
number of All-India leaders. The Viceroy and all the
provincial Governors tried their utmost to convince Indian
political parties and groups that their co-operation was
needed for the success of the investigation. Only some of
the waverers, representing chiefly the minority committees
and special interests, changed their minds in favour of
co-operation with the Commission; the predominant sec-
tions of Indian political opinion decided to organize violent
opposition to the Commission,

The boycott demonstrations were organized and followed